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Advert fenen. 


15 the venerable eccleſiaſti. 


cal Council and Chriſtian 
People of Narraganſet, No. 6, 


now Templetown, with ether 
Gentlemen and Friends,who en- 


couraged the following Publi- 
cation, it 1s now moſt humbly 
* r. their Servant 


N. B. 147 any 8 8 give „ 3 


trouble of Frag an eye upon the following ſermon, 


ſhall conſider it as à faulty omiſſion, that the bleſſ- 


ing of God, to attend and ſucceed a miniſter's la- 
bours, is no more inſiſted on; and that the ſpecial 


grace of God is not ſo much as explicitly mentioned, 


I would anfiver : --- As to the firſt, it is fup- 
poſed in every paſſage ; and as to the other, it is 
implied under the head of faithfulneſs | ; which no 
miniſter, no, nor any man, can atiain to in the proper 
acceptation of the word, without a principle of grace 
reſiding in, JOVI. and influencing F bim. 


The Text opened. 


II Tuned . 


F inally, brethren, 
that the word of the Lord may 
have free courſe and be glorified, 
even as it is with you. 


pray * us, 


Xcellent II INN NA this, to be beſtowed 
upon any people whatſoever ! that the pro- 
greſs and flouriſhing of Chriſt's kingdom 


and intereſt among them, ſhould be made 


E 


the rule and meaſure of their prayers and addreſſes 
to God for its progreſs and flouriſhing in other 


places. Religion, in ſuch a cafe, mult certainly 
thrive in the power and purity of it. It muſt ſpread 
itſelf over the hearts and lives of men; and be in 
them a well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting 


life. It muſt riſe higher and higher, in a manner 


reſembling the waters in Ezekiel's viſion, firſt to the 
ankles, then to the knees, then to the loins, and 
then a river; waters to uin in; a river that 
could not be paſſed over. But where ſhall ſuch a 


people be found ! in what happy corner of the earth 
do they dwell ! exempt, removed from that de- 
generacy and corruption, that ſpiritual deadneſs, 


ſtupidity and ſenſeleſſneſs, and thoſe many crying 


diſorders, of one kind or another, that now ſo 
_ Areadfully overſpread the chriſtian world ? 


It 
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It would be a burleſque upon almoſt an people, 
at this day, and even upon religion itſelf through 
their means, to make the propoſal to them, as here 
in the text, and fay, brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may have free courſe and be 
glorified, even as it is with you. 

The apoſtles had no particular charge, (unleſs 
the goſpel of the uncircumciſion being committed 
to one, as the goſpel of the circumciſion was to an- 
other, may be thought to be ſo) they travelled about 
from place to place, over all the then known world, 
the various provinces of the roman empire ; yea, ſo 
did they ſtrive to preach the goſpel,not where Chriſt 
was named, in fulfilment of that prophecy, To 
whom he was not ſpoken of, .they ſhall ſee ; and 
they that have not heard ſhall underſtand.“-- The 
care not of this or that particular church only, 
but of all the churches came upon them. For 
which reaſon(an eſſential alteration in circumſtances, 
as well as another, hinted at before, and which it 
will perhaps offend, more plainly to mention) with 
reference to ordinary, ſtated paſtors and teachers, 
the particular limitation or ſpecification, here in the 
text, may be either totally laid aſide, or rather al- 
tered and accommodated in the following manner--- 
Brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord 
may have free courſe and be glorified, even among 
you and others your fellow-creatures, your fellow- 
profeſſors. 

The kind compellation, brethren, ſhews the con- 
deſcenſion and tenderneſs of the divinely inſpired and 
authoriſed apoſtle, and teacheth us the indeared affec- 
tion there ought to be mutually, between miniſters & 


people. They ſhould naturally care for each others 


ſtate; 


The Text opened. * 
ſtate; conſider themſelves as members one of an- 
other; love as brethren; be pitiful, be courteous; 
and live in all the happy fruits and evidences of 
chriſtian love ; live in peace, that the God of love 
and peace may be with them. It may, accordingly, 

k carry in it, a motive to the duty itſelf, the duty of 
: prayer, for their publick ſpiritual guides and teachers. 
Agreably, the apoſtle, having cloſed the chapter 
preceeding, with humble and earneſt addreſſes (to 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and God even our Father, 

who hath loved us, and given us everlaſting conſo- 

lation and good hope through grace) on the behalf 

of his Theſſalonians ; goes on, in the beginning 

of this, and in the end of his epiſtle, under this 

5 kind appellation, to beſpeak their prayers upon his 
own, and the behalf of his fellow-apoſtles, his fel- 
low- workers to the kingdom of Chriſt. . 

The obligations, as to prayer, between miniſters 

and people, are reciprocal; and whether they con- 

feſs their faults one to another, yea or no; they ought 
certainly to pray one for another, and to do it with 
importunity too. The high-prieſt, under the law, 
: was to bear the names of the twelve tribes, upon the 
curious breaſt-plate, whenever he went in to appear 

before God; and tho the people were provided of 

no ſuch inſtrument to do it upon, nor might they 

be permitted to have one ; yet they were doubtleſs, 

at the ſame time, to bear him upon their hearts. 

It ſeems but a ſuitable retaliation ; and ſuch as we 

may reaſonably hope and expect; that, when we 

have prayed for our people, we ſhould enjoy the 
benefit of their prayers, in return and requital. _ 
Thus we may keep up and maintain our ſpiritual 
communion and intercourſe one with the other. 


We 


The Text SE, 


We may interchange kind offices. And, indeed, , 
in praying for the miniſters, you do but pray for 
yourgives at ſecond-hand : For “ all are yours; 
whether Paul, orApollos, or Cephas; all are yours.” 
We have no gift, no accompliſhment, but it is for 


your benefit: Therefore, brethren, pray for us. 


The good, the apoſtle would have prayed for, in 
behalf of the miniſters, or the requeſt itſelf, is that 


the word of the Lord may have free courſe, and be 


glorified.” In the margin it is run and be glorified. ”w 
It is ſuppoſed to be an alluſion to a water-courſe---" 
when the word of God ſpreads and prevails ; glides 
ſweetly and ſwiftly along, like ſome pleaſant ſtream, 


waſhing different ſhores ; viſiting and refreſhing 
this and the other part of the country; and there 
is nothing to oppoſe and hinder it, nothing that 


ſtands in its way to dam up and obſtruct it; or when, 
like ſome vaſt collection of waters, ſome mighty ri- 
ver, it overflows all its banks, and bears down every 
thing before it of the luſts and corruptions of men; 
caſting down imaginations,and every high thing that 
exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
bringing every thought into' captivity to the obedi- 
ence of faith ; plucking up, pulling down, and 
turning away the ſtrong- holds of fatan in the hearts 
of men. When it thus ſpreads and prevails, in the 
conviction and converſion of ſinners, and edification 
of ſaints, building them up in their moſt holy faith; 
--- when it reforms and ſanctifies the _” turns: 
lions into lambs ; ſubdues the ſavage tempers and 
diſpoſitions of men ; it is then glorified, and the' 
author of it. Nothing like this to conciliate hon- 
our and eſteem to it; to raiſe its credit and reputa- 
tion, both in the ptivileged perſons themſelves, = 
thole 
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Me Subjec divided. 9 
thoſe that ſee and obſerve them, that are intimately 
acquainted with them; falling down before, they 
will confeſs that God is in it of a truth. There- 
fore, brethren, pray for us, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may run, have free courſe and 
be glorified, even among you and others your fel- 
low-creatures, your fellow-profeſſors. 

Whar I propoſe further, upon the preſent, occa- 
fion, is, by the divine leave and aſſiſtance, a little 
to enlarge upon the following things. 5 

I. What a people are to pray for, in behalf of 
the miniſters, as invited and exhorted, thereto here 
in the text. 1 
II. Why they ſhould pray for them in theſe 
reſpects. | 0 5 
III. What ſpecial intereſt miniſters have in theſe 
concerns, above chriſtians in general, that the peo- 
ple ſhould be invited to pray for the one, rather than 
the other, as to this matter ; --- and ſo come to the 
improvement and application. | 

Firſt, then, what are the people to pray for in 
behalf of the miniſters, as invited and exhorted 
thereto here in the text ? 5 

I anſwer---In the general, every thing that looks 
with a friendly and favourable aſpect upon; or that 
has a direct and natural tendency (through the con- 
curring influence and bleſſing of divine providence 
__ andgrace)tothework of the Lord's proſpering in their. 
| hands;his word's running, having free courſe & being 

glorified; his cauſe, kingdom and intereſt's, thriving 
and flouriſhing in the world, and in the hearts and 
lives of men ; the kingdom of fatan being deſtroy- 
ed, and the kingdom of grace advanced and built 
up, upon the ruins of it; and that, whether it re- 
Dn ſpects 


=. What to pray for 


ſpects the good qualifications, temper and behaviour 
of the miniſters, or themſelyes : Both which muſt 
coincide and concur to produce this great and impor- 
tant event, the word of the Lord's having free courſe 
and being glorified, in the conviction and conver- 
ſion of ſinners and edification of ſaints. 

Reſpecting the miniſters, the people are to pray, as 
invited and exhorted thereto, here in the text; that 
they may be men of ſuperior knowledge and under- 
ſtanding, of faithfulneſs, prudence, meekneſs and 
humility, courage and ſtedfaſtneſs, aptneſs to teach, 
and of an every way inoffenſive, blameleſs, regular, 
and exemplary life and converſation ; making, not 
only the light of their doctrine, but of their behavior, 
ſhine before men ; that they, ſeeing our good works, 
may glorify our father in heaven. Each of theſe, 
if not abſolutely neceſſary, is highly uſeful and 
beneficial to the work of the Lord's proſpering in 
our hands; to his word's running and being glorified 
where we officiate | to our doing any conſiderable. 
good, as miniſters, in the wor 1d. They have a 
natural and direct tendency thereto ; and ought, 
therefore, to be humbly and earneſtly ſought, by 
the people (of him, from whom comes every good 
and perfect gift, who gives liberally and upbraideth 
not) in behalf of their miniſters, as invited and 
1 exhorted thereto here in the text. | 

Some tolerable improvements and proficiency in 
knowledge and underſtanding (the more the better) 
are abſolutely neceſſary, to render a perſon ſubject- 
ively capable of the miniſterial function. To be 
the teachers of others, we mult be firſt taught our- 
ſelves. An ignorant inſtructor, i is one of the greateſt 
ſoleciſms and abſurdities imaginable; z It is a contra- 
diction in terms; and no leſs ſo in divinity, than in 

| any 
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in Behalf of Miniſters. 11 

any other art or profeſſion whatſoever. Miniſters 
are to be the teachers of others. This is part of 
their office; it is part, and no little part; nay, it is 

the principal part of the end of their inſtitution. 
Go, teach all nations,” (ſays our divine Lord and 
Maſter) ye are the light of the world.” Hence they 


are ſometimes diſtinguiſhed by this name, teachers. 


They ought then, not meerly to be taught the firſt 
- principles of the oracles of God ; and to be more 
than babes in underſtanding, (newly enlightened, if 
__ enlightened at all) they ought to be ſkilful in the 
word of life; for if the blind lead the blind, will 
either be ſafe from falling into the ditch ? Miniſters 
ſhould certainly be men of knowledge; they muſt 
be fo. A very ignorant perſon is no true miniſter 
of Chriſt ; tho he may put on the garb of one; tho 
he may affect to ſhew himſelf in ſuch an one's livery. 
Superior knowledge and underſtanding, is not only 
uſeful, but even neceſſary, in almoſt every part of 
their difficult buſineſs. A. miniſter of the goſpel, 
without conſiderable improvements in underſtanding 
(pardon the expreſſion, pardon the contradiction) is 
like aneye without ſight, (I think it is Dr, Bates his 
compariſon) uſeful and ſerviceable, neither to himſelf, 
nor to any oneelſe. They ſhould, by rights, have 
no little inſight into the original languages,“ (thoſe 
in wiich the ſcriptures were written) that they may 
drink at the fountain, where the waters are pureſt, 
. | no 

Here, I would beg leave, to expreſs my wiſhes (if J may do it 
without offence) that the Hebrew language may flill riſe in 

its reputation, among the ſtudents at our Colleges. And, for 

an expedient, what if certain premiums ſhoald be beſtowed 
upon ſuch, as are known to have made the greateſt proficiency ? 


A wreath of ſtraw, when propoſed as a laurel of victory, how 
has it awakened and fred mens ambition ! 


- 
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That to pray far 


no foot having defiled them; that they may fee 


with their own eyes, and not take every thing upon 


truſt from others; be led away by the error of the 


wicked, and ſtand expoſed to crafty men, who lie 
in wait to deceive ; but that. they may be capable (if 
need be) to contend earneſtly for the faith, and to 
confute gainſayers. They ſhould. be, in ſome mea- 
ſure, acquainted with the liberal arts and ſciences, 
which ſerve to open and enlarge the mind, and are 


all handmaids to divinity, Burt religion irſelf ſhould 
be their principal ſtudy. The religion of the bible 


ſhould be that, which above all other things, they 
are fot ignorant of. They ſhould be, Apollos like, 


men mighty in the ſcriptures ; and, .accordingly, 


more than others, addict themſelves to the means 


and methods of information; get wiſdom, and with 
all their gettings, get underſtanding. They ſhould 
give attendance to reading, no leſs than exhortation 
and doctrine, (the one will render then: capable of 


the other) neglect not the gift that is in them, 


which was given by prophecy ; whether with or 
without the Jaying on the hands of the preſbytery; 


meditate upon theſe things, give themſelves wholly 
to them, that their prefiting may appear unto all, or 


in all things. Truth ſhould be the object of their 


purſuit, ſacred truth | What is truth ? ſhould be 


the queſtion they would ever decide. They ſhould 


therefore lay aſide, as much as m ay be, -pre- 
poſſeſſion and prejudice ; lay their minds open 
to conviction; not be carried away. with an af- 
fectation of novelty and ſingularity, any more than 


ſhackled with authority and venerable antiquity. 
They ſhould dare to embrace and adhere to unpo- 


pular truth; as well as to renounce popular error. 
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And they ſhould have an underſtanding of men, 
no leſs than of things; know ſomething of their va- 
rious diſpoſitions, and how acceſs may molt eaſily be 
had to them; how they may be addreſt in a man- 
ner moſt likely to produce the effect; how their 
different tempers may be moſt eaſily controled 
and directed. Chryſoſtom affirms * that thoſe 
perſons are beſt qualified for the paſtoral charge, 
who to holineſs of life, have joined ſo much 
worldly experience and prudence, as may enable 
them, in the courſe of their miniſtry,to addreſs them- 


„ 


ſelves to men, in a way ſuited to their ſeveral ex- 

igencies and tempers, to their various ranks and 

characters. Of ſuch importance is learning and 

knowlege, to publick guides and teachers in reli- 

gious concerns; that even inſpiration itſelf did 

not ſuperſede the conveniency and uſefulneſs of it. 

They had their colleges, of old, for the training 

up youth to the prophetick office; one of which, 

az it ſeems, had the famous Eliſha to its preſident. 

And our bleſſed Saviour, the word and wiſdom of 

> God, would not ſend forth his apoſtles, till they 

had firft been ſome time under his immediate perſo- 
nal tuition and diſcipline. 

Thus is ſome improvement in knowledge, abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary to render a perſon ſubjectively ca- 
pable of the miniſterial function. He cannot ſuſtain 

it, he can't diſcharge the various duties of it, without 
this furniture, theſe qualifications. The thing is im- 
poſſible, It would be like ſending a meſſage by a 
fool; and wiſe Solomon has told us, he that does 
1o © cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage.” 

Faithfulneſs, will diſpoſe them to uſe and improve 
their intellectual endowments and accompliſhments, 
- 5 4 natural 


14 What Is pray for 
natural and acquired, to the purpoſes of God's 


glory and the beſt good of mankind, doing nothing by 


partiality ; ſtudying to ſhew themſelves approved 
unto God, workmen that need not to be aſhamed ; 


rightly dividing the word of truth, and giving to every 


one his portion in due ſeaſon; feeding Chriſt's 

ſheep and feeding his lambs; being pure from 
the blood of all men, having declared unto them 
the counſel of God, and kept back nothing, that 
might be profitable ; but taught them publickly and 


(as far as they had opportunity) from - houſe to 


houſe. It will animate them with a love to their 
maſter; a concern for his honour ; and the ſafety 


of their own, and the ſouls of others. It will be 


a means of their becoming all things to all men, 
in circumſtantial and indifferent matters, in leſſer 


concerns, that they may by all means ſave ſome. 


It will make them watch for ſouls, as thoſe that muſt 
give account, that they may do it with joy and not 
with grief --- Here am I, Lord, and the fouls thou 
haſt graciouſly given me 

- Prudence, will direct them to the doing all theſe 
things, and performing all the parts of their miniſtry, 
and conducting their entire converſation, in a manner 
moſt likely to inſure ſucceſs; that it may not be of 
themſelves, they have occaſion to complain Who 
hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed ?” and that the blood of the people 
(if there muſt be blood in the cate) may be entirely 
upon their own heads. It will lead them into the 
happieſt times of addreſs, when they may have 
eaſieſt acceſs to the ſouls of their hearers ; as times of 
perſonal affliction and trouble, when the mind is 
ſerious and Ailpoſec to conſideration; times of 


e 


in Behalf of Miniſters. | +. 
general calamity and diſtreſs. It will put them upon 
adapting their diſcourſes, to the circumſtances and 
capacities of their auditors, and ſo ſpeaking a 


word in ſeaſon and fitly ; which how beautiful and 


excellent is it! like apples of gold, in pictures of 
ſilver. It will diſpoſe them to clothe their ideas 
in words eaſy to be underſtood, and be many ways 


uſeful and ſerviceable unto them. The want of 


rudence, ſays one, darkens the brighteſt talents, 
and ſullies the greateſt abilities; it ſinks the miniſ- 
terial character, and prevents an extenſive uſeful- 
neſs.” Whereas, with a tolerable ſtock of diſcreti- 
on, what great things have lower abilities effected? 


Meekneſs and humility, will enable them to bear 


afflictions from God with a patient and chriſtian 
ſpirit, and injuries and abuſes from men (which 
we are given to expect) without undue and ſin- 
ful reſentments ; ſtill inſtructing, even thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves, it God peradventure ſhall give 
them repentance to the acknowlegment of the truth. 
It will ſupport us under the froward, ungrateful 
tempers and diſpoſitions of our people their un- 
juſt revilings and reproaches; unreaſonable and 
wicked men, who have not faith. This ſervant of 
the Lord will not ſtrive, but be patient toward all 
men; let them curſe, for God hath bidden them. 
Courage and firmneſs of mind, will prepare them 
to ſtand the ſhock of every threatning danger; not 
to magnify evils before they come; to anticipate 
their ſorrows and flee when none purſueth; nor to 
{ſink and be diſcouraged, when they are actually lying 
upon us ; but rather reſolve to wade thro them ; 
dare to do our duty and hope-and wait for a com- 
fortable iflue. | | 


| Aptneſs 


16 What to pray for 

Aptneſs to teach, will give them great advantages 
for diffuſing knowledge improving every conveni- 
ent opportunity, and doing it ſo as may be moſt like- 
ly to anſwer the end, in a manner intelligible and eaſy 
to be underſtood. The lips of ſuch an one will feed 
many; like ſome prudent parent, he will be often 
dropping ſomething uſeful into his ſpiritual chil- 
dren. Every viſit ſhall be ſerviceable to the end of 
_ godly edifying. 

And an every way inoffenſive, blameleſs, regular 
and exemplary life and converſation, will conciliate 
honor and eſteem ; not only to their perſons, but their 
doctrines ; and be a means to make the people regard 
and obey them. To uſe the language of a moſt 
ſprightly and ſpirited author, * Of how great conſe- 
quence 1s it to religion, that they who miniſter in holy 
things ſhould be men of unblemiſhed character ! the 
. reaſon of the thing, the power of example, and the 
conſent of all mankind, abundantly convince us. 
Religion ſhould undoubtedly be practiſed for what 
it is in itſelf. And ſome there are of ſo noble and rati- 
onal a make, that they love to conſider matters in 
their own native light, abſtracted from the ſentiments 
of others; and upon ſufficient conviction of their 
reaſonableneſs and goodneſs; dare believe and 
practice them: But with the bulk of mankind it 
is quite otherwiſe. They know not how to admire 
any thing, but what comes recommended to them by 
their ſenſes. Man is ſo formed by nature, that exam- 
ples have a very great influence upon him; whether 
good or bad. Dry precepts affect but little. Example 
rouches the eye; and thereby affects the heart. The 
ſincere piety, the active goodneſs of the miniſter, 
ſteals 8 the affections, & commands the reſpect of 


the 


— 
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che people. This gives weight to his counſels, edge 
to his reproofs, and efficacy to his exhortations. But 
the itregular life of the miniſter does great diſſer- 
vice to the intereſt of religion; and has a pernicious 
influence upon the morals of the people. It ſtag- 
gers the faith of ſome, and confirms unbelievers in 
their infidelity. The inſtructions of ſuch an one are 
baffled by his practice, and his conduct gives the 
lie to all his pretenſions. Far would I be from in- 
ſinuating (ſays my excellent author) that the bleſſing 
of ordinances depends upon the holineſs of the per- 
fon who adminiſters thein. To ſuppoſe this is the 
higheſt abſurdity ; to aſlert it, I fear is blaſphemy. 
The benefits of divine ordinances, are in God's own 
hands. They come from himſelf; and are diſpenſ- 
ed by him according to the inward diſpoſition and 


qualification of them who wait for them. Yet, ſure 


1 am, no one can do much good, whom the people 
do not think a good man.” Thus he. 

And thus, theſe qualifications, ſuch a temper and 
behaviour in miniſters, have a direct and natural ten- 
dency (by the bleſſing of God) to the work of the 
Lord's proſpering in their hands, to his word's runing, 
having free courſe and being glorified, among man- 
kind. They are all of them recommended, one way 
or another, and ſome of them moſt frequently (as 
you are ſenſible) ro miniſters, for that purpore;; 

and down in the bible. 

Reſpecting miniſters then, theſe are the things 
(ſome of them at leaſt) the people are to pray for, as 
invited and exhorted thereto, here in the text. But 
then; there are things likewiſe, of no leſs neceſſity and 
importance than the former, they are to pray for, 
reſpecting themſelves, viz, that they may, with di- 

C ligence, 
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ligence, conſtancy and reverence, attend the mini- 
ſtry of the word, as the ordinance of Chriſt, to ſave 
them that believe. Take care how, as well as 
what they hear, giving the moſt earneſt heed, 
leſt at any time they let them ſlip. Laying apart 
all filthineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, receive 
with meeknels, the ingrafted word, which is able to 
| fave their fouls, mix 1t with faith and receive it not 
as the word of man, but, as it is in truth, the word 
of God, which worketh effectually, in them that 
becerned to be caſt into the mould of it; 
and to have their hearts and lives framed and 
faſhioned by it, treaſuring it up in their hearts and 
practiſing it in their lives --- ſo being not forgetful 
hearers, but doers of the work, that they may be 
bleſſed in their deed. Worthy of notice, and but too 
little regarded, is the ninetieth anſwer in our aſſembly's 
catechiſm, to which I refer you. 

Thus of the things, that have a direct and natural 
tendency to the word of the Lord's running, having free 
courſe and being glorified, reſpecting both miniſters 

and people; which therefore, the latter are to pray 
for, as invited and exhorted thereto, here in the text. 

However, it is not ſufficient that they pray 

& meerly for thole things that have a direct and natural 
tendency, to produce theſe events; and which may 
ſeem to have a poſitive influence into them. They 

We are to pray too, for the prevention or removal of 

3 every thing that would obſtruct and hinder them; 

1 that would dam up, or divert the courſe of the word; 

give it a retrograde motion, and make it return emp- 

ty into the boſom of him that adminiſters it; or 
any ways retard and ſlacken the progreſs and flour- 

iſhing of it: Therefore it is added, in the verſe im- 


mediately 


> 
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mediately following the text; (as that, in particular: 
the apoſtle would have them employ their prayers. 

about in this matter) ** and that we may be delivered 
from unreaſonable and wicked men, for all men 
have not faith ;” unreaſonable and wicked men; 
{more or leſs of whom are to be met with in moſt 
places) men deſtitute of faith, in the being, power 
and other perfections of God; in the truth of the goſ- 
pel; and ſo prejudiced againſt it; ſet to oppoſe it; nev- 
er contented and eaſy, always finding fault, contradict- 
ing and blaſpheming; bringing forward their nonſen- 
ſical ill natured objections; picking holes, finding or 
rather making flaws in miniſter*s ſermons or proceed- 
ings) ſuch men wherever they be, very much obſtruct 
and hinder the progreſs and flouriſhing of Chriſt's 

kingdom and intereſt in the world---they ſtop-the 
courſe of it--- thro them the way of truth is evil 
ſpoken of--- they draw away diſciples after them--- 
they weaken the miniſter's hands ; diſcourage, or 
rather break his heart---they hedge up his way, 
neither go in themſelves, and thoſe that are entering 
they hinder. And againſt theſe; for the prevention 
or removal of theſe, the apoſtle would have the people 
pray, as invited and exhorted thereto here in the text. 

Thus I have done with the firſt thmg propoſed 
from the words ---what a people are to pray for, in 
behalf of the miniſters, as invited and exhorted there- 
to here in the text.--- Brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free courſe and be glori- 
fied. But then, 

Secondly, Wh are a people to pray for their mi- 
niſters in theſe reſpects? that is, in reſpect of the word 
of the Lord's proſpering, having free courſe, and 
being glorified, in the . and converſion of 


ſinners, 
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20 Ny the People are to pray for them.” 
ſinners, and building up of faints ; and conſequently, 
in reſpect of all thoſe things, which have any ways 
a tendency (by the bleſſing of God) to ſerve to and 
e it; as they have, or ſhould have been, 
hinted at upon this ſubject. 

Nov, the relation of brethren they ſtand in one to an. 
other, calls for and requires it brethren, pray for us.” 
It is a relation of love. And how ſhall a perſon or people 
better expreſs their love, than by humble prayer for 


a bleſſing to.them, or him they love? and what great- 


er or more deſireable bleſſing, to a faithful miniſter, 


than that the people are invited and ,exhorted 


to pray for, here in the text; that the word of the 
Lord may run and be glorified 2 
Once more. The ſubject matter of the petition it- 


ſelf carries motive and argument in it. It is © that the 
word of the Lord may run, have free courſe and he 


glorified” that it may ſpread and prevail in the world, 
and over the hearts and lives of men (like ſome plea- 
fant ſtream or mighty river; that glides ſweetly 


along, without any obſtruction, viſits, waſheth and 


refreſheth different and far diſtant ſhores) proving 
the power of God, to their ſalvation. And how 
can a perſon be himſelf a diſciple of Chriſt; or 
friend to his fellow-men, that neglects and is in- 
different about it? Every motive invites, urgeth 


- fo preſſeth him in this buſineſs. Duty to Chriſt, 


his Lord and maſter ; his compaſſionate gracious 
ſavior ; a concern for his honor and intereſt ; love 


to his fellow creatures; his fellow profeſſors, and 


the world in general; yea, and even to his own - 


ſoul too, call for and require it. And, it may be 
| hoped, a cord with ſo many ſtrands, and ſo twiſt- 
ed, will not be * * but that our dear 


people 


, * 


The ſpecial Intereft Minifters have, e. 1 
jo will feel and fall under: the force' of 1 it; be 


indly and gently allured and drawn by it. | 
Thus of the ſecond thing propoſed from the 


words. The third and laſt now follows. 


HI. What ſpecial intereſt; have miniſters in theſe 
concerns, above chriſtians in general, that the peo- 
ple ſhould be invited, to pray for the one, rather 


than the other, as to this matter? 


Now, as they are ſet, by office, for the de- - 
fence of the goſpel, and a diſpenſation of it is com- 


. mitted to them. As they are put in truſt with the 


goſpel ; being taken from among men, and bro't 
near to God, to ſerve him in a peculiar ſtation. As 
.they have the cure of ſouls; and muſt watch as 
thoſe that muſt give account; it may be preſumed, 
that they are more concerned than moſt other men, 
as to this matter; that it lies. nearer, and with more 

weight, and influence upon their hearts; calling 


up, and engaging: their thoughts and attention. 


That they have greater anxiety and ſollicitude about 
it than other men. Their office-relation requires 


it; and has a tendency to it. And indeed, he will 


ſcarcely prove a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 5 a 
faithful or ſucceſsful under-ſhepherd, to the 


great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls ; with whom it 


is otherwiſe. He will take but little delight in his 
miniſtry ; either totally neglect it; ſuffer any thing 
and every thing, to put him by from it, or go to 
his ſtudy and the pulpit as a bear to the ſtake; 
content himſelf with the leaſt, both of the one and 
the. other, that will any ways ſerve his turn, and 
bear his charges thro the world, His words will 
die upon his lips, and be of no effe& unto the hear- 
ers; unleſs to make them as formal, careleſs and 
ſtupid as himſelf, The 
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22 The ſpecial Intereſt Miniſters have 
The ſame care and concern, for the progreſs and 
flouriſhing of Chriſt's cauſe, kingdom and intereſt in 


the world, that would be tolerable, if not even conſi- 
derable, in an ordinary chriſtian, will by no means 


anſwer the end, in a miniſter; either to his ſuitably diſ- 


charging his office, or ſhewing his ſincerity ; this be- 


ing his peculiar, his ſpecial buſineſs and employment 


in the world; his particular calling; in which he is to 


- abide with God ; feeding Chriſt's ſheep ; feeding 


his lambs ; and thereby manifeſting the ſinceri- 


ty of his love. But then, another reaſon is this; 


their having and duly improving, theſe qualifi- 


© cations ; being of the temper and behavior, before 


mentioned (that are very much neceſſary, and have 
ſuch a tendency to the work of the Lord's proſ- 
pering in their hands; to his word's having free 
courſe, running and being glorified) contributes 
greatly: to their happineſs and felicity, in the other 


world. They that are thus wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
| brightneſs of the firmament, and they that turn 


many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and 
ever. They fave their own fouls, in taking me- 
thods to fave the ſouls of them that hear them. 
This is their particular calling. Here their bu- 
ſineſs chiefly lies; and, accordingly, thereby they 


lay up in ſtore a good foundation againſt the 


time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 


life. God is not unrighteous, to forget their * 


and labour of love; but takes a kind and 
cious notice of it; ſaying, © well done good and 


faithful ſervant thou haſt been faithful over a few 


things; I will make thee ruler over many things; ; 


- enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


It is true, as to a faithful miniſter, labouring in vain 
and 


in theſe Concerns. 235 


and ſpending his ſtrength, for nought and in vain (as 5 
to any good effect it has upon the people; the caſe 


of but too, too many in all ages of the world) tho- 

Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall he be glorious, 

in the eyes of the Lord, and his God ſhall be his 
ſtrength. His judgment is with the Lord, and his 

work on reward with his God. Yet, permit-me, 

to propoſe it as a query ; whether, from the nature of 
the thing, ſucceſsfulneſs itſelf does not contribute to 

and enlarge his felicity? This ſeems to be the moſt 

obvious and natural interpretation of that, with ma- 

ny other texts, 2 epiſtle of John 8 verſe. © Look to 

your ſelves, that we loſe not thoſe things which 

we have wrought ; but that we receive a full re- 
ward.” 

The ſouls faved, under a faithful perſons mi- 
niſtry, are certainly his crown and j Joy. They ſhed 
a luſtre upon him ; and are as ſo many ſparkling 
gems in his crown of glory. They are, if not 
each others, the miniſter's rejoicing in the day of 
Chriſt. See 1 Theſ. ii. 19,20. © For what is our hope, 


or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? are not even ye 
J 5 


in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his 
coming? For ye are our glory and joy.” This is 
the ſpecial intereſt miniſters have, in theſe con- 
cerns, above chriſtians in general; and theſe are. the 
reaſons, why the people are invited to pray for 
the one, rather than the other, as to this matter. 
| Thus 1 have done with the doctrinal illuſtration 
of the words of the text. The improvement may be, 
both by way of inference and addreſs. 


Learn hence, my hrerking, both miniſters and 


candidates, both elder and younger, what it is, in 


ſpecial, 
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The Application. . 
ſpecial, we ourſelves are to pray for. Miniſters of 


| Chriſt-! and not pray that his word may run and be 


glorified---his work proſper and flouriſh---his king-" 
dom come and his will- be done, on earth as in 
heaven; -- his name be magnified, when it is in 
and by us, as the inſtruments,---that he would gird 
his ſword upon his thigh,- and ride proſperouſly 
becauſe of truth, conquering and to conquer. The' 
thing. is impoſſible It is the greateſt abſurdity and 
contradiction imaginable ! 
Where is our concern for the honour and intereſf 

of our divine maſter; or the ſafety & happineſs of the 


ſouls that he has deemed | ? our own and the ſouls of 


others committed to our care? all which are connect- 
ed with, and implied in, the word of the Lord hav- 


ing free courſe and being glorified. Every thing 


valuable; every thing that is of any importance, 
is contained. i in this ſingle petition. It is praying 
for ourſelves and others ; yea, and for the honor 


and intereſt of Chriſt, all in a breath. And our 


beſpeaking the addreſſes of others-- © brethren, pray 
for us ;” clearly infers our own obligation. | 
Miniſters, of all men, ſhould be men of prayer. 
It is obſerved by one (if my memory ſerves me) that 
prayer and temptation make a miniſter. And no- 
thing, ſure, a more fit ſubject of their addreſſes 


than this. Their very office and peculiar intereſt, 


in theſe concerns, loudly call for and require it. 


And do we pray for it! we are to endeavour it, 


all that ever we can. It is to be the white we aim 
at. We are to ſpend and be ſpent in this buſineſs... 
To pray for a thing; and yet not promote it; not 
to reach and ſtrive after it; is acting antipodes, 
a contradiction to ourſelves ; and is a certain evi- 
' dence 


# 


The -toptication. 25 
dence of our hypocriſy ; which God abhors. It 
ſhould ſwallow up our whole ſouls. It ſhould en- 
groſs our entire concerns. Here we ſhould ftretch 
our ſelves. In this we ſhould be engaged and in 
earneſt (however it is in other things.) For this, 
we ſhould: not only pray; but ſtudy and preach z; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- ſuffering ind 
doctrine ; be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. 


We ſhould watch, be ſober, and hope to the 


end; be tender of one anothers character and re- 
putation; ſtrengthen each others hands, and en- 
courage each others hearts; and do every thing, 
that lies in our power, in an humble dependence 
upon God, who teacheth man to profit, and giv- 
eth the increaſe. 


Hear how the apoſtle ſpeaks : And I will very 
gladly ſpend and be ſpent, for you; tho the more 
abundantly I love you, the leſs I be loved.“ None. 


of theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear 


to myſelf, fo that I may finiſh my courſe with joy, 
and the miniſtry, which I have received of the Lord 


Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.” Now 
theſe things were written for our learning and for our 


Imitation. We ſhould go and do likewiſe. We 
ſhould make every thing ſubſervient, and give way to 
this great end; the work of the Lord's proſpering in 
_ our hands; has word's running, having free courſe 
and being glorified. And wo be unto us, if we 


thus preach not the goſpel !_ 


Well may we ſay, brethren, pray for us; pray. 
for us, that the word of the Lord may have free courſe _ 
and be glorified ; and that we may make the 


preaching fully known, 


But my diſcourſe turns into ſome ſhort, but ſuit- 
Db 1 
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1 Dye Application. 


able addreſſes, to the parties eſpecially concerned | 
in this day's ſolemnity. 


YOU, dear fir, (at whoſe 4 1 ſtand in this 
deſk, to perform the part of a friendly and 
faithful monitor, upon this great and ſolemn oc- 
caſion) are now to be put in truſt with the goſpel, 
and to take the charge of ſouls, particularly the 
fouls of this people and their offspring. 
You are publickly (as we truft you have done, 


over and over again, more privately) devoting your 
ſelf to ſerve God, in the goſpel of his ſon ; and 


taking part of this miniſtry. 
You are to have a regular introduction into this 


work ; of which God, angels and men are witneſſes. 


And, doubt not, but that (upon hearing the qua- 


4 lifications neceſſary, to one that would hope to an- 
ſwer the end of its inſtitution; the temper and be- 


haviour he mult be of ; how 'poorly, how imper- 
fectly repreſented in this diſcourſe ! ) your felf- 
diffidence and modeſty is ready to cry out, afto- 
niſhed - And who is ſufficient for theſe things! 


why, truly, none of us are ſo; neither man nor an- 


gels, without ſpecial help and aſſiſtance from above. 


But when we are weak, then are we ſtrong; ſen- 


ſibly weak in our ſelves ; but ſtrong in the grace 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus. _Our ſupport and encou- 
ragement is that. Lol am with you always to the 
end of the world.” He that has ſet us to work ; 

that has ſent us upon this embaſly of peace, will 
bear our charges, afd carry us thro, if we be but 
faithful to him. Remember who hath ſaid, I 
will never leave thee nor forſake thee.” The Lord 
is with you while ye be with him, 


PY 


The doin. TREES |: 


We rejoice, my brother, to find, by an acquain- 
tance with you and an exhibition from you, that there 


is ſo hopeful a foundation laid (in ſtudy and expe- 


rience, and, as we truſt, in grace and a good converſa- 


tion) for future uſefulneſs. - And that (with ſuch 
ſatisfaction to our ſelves, as well as this people) 


we can now ſeparate you, for the work to which 
you are called. May we never be aſhamed of our 
hope! let no man ſtop us, of this boaſting, in any 
region of the world. 


Go on then, dear fir, as you have already begun. 


Give attendance to reading, no leſs than exhortation 


and doctrine; neglect not the gift that is in thee; medi- 
tate upon theſe things; give thyſelf wholly to them, 
that thy profiting may appear unto all. Take heed 


to thy ſelf, and to thy doctrine z continue in them. 
Tour gifts ſhall brighten and increaſe by improv- 


ment, and to him that hath, ſhall be given. What is 
difficult at firſt, will become more and more natural 
and eaſy by uſe, 

Let all your capacities and acquirements be under 
the governing influence of faithfulneſs. Endeavour, 


to conſecrate them all to the glory of God and 


good of ſouls. Let this be all your ambition. 
Seek not honour from men, but praiſe from God. 


Let them be directed by . prudence---difcretion ſhall 


preſerve thee, underſtanding ſhall keep thee.---Too 
many encomiums can ſcarcely be beſtowed, upon 
this virtue, in our preſent ſituation---Let them be 


| tempered with meekneſs and bumility---ſupported 


with courage and.fortitude ---affifted with aptneſs to 
teach, and attended and ſeconded by a good converia- 
tion. And be much in humble prayer, to him who 


teacheth us to Profit; ho hath the reſidue of the 


ſpirit 
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28 15 The Application: 
ſpirit---miniſtreth ſeed to the ſower, and multiplieth 
our ſeed ſown. And withal beſpeak the prayers of 


your people. Let them know, that you deſire 
and expect their fervent prayers for you. 


So ſhall you proſper. He that has begun a good 


work in you will carry it on to the day of the Lord 
Jeſus---and when the greatShepherd of the ſheep ſhall 


appear; you ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. 


To the Church of Chriſt then, and 1 people. of 
God in this POE | 


* 


(CEASE not to pray for your miniſter --- pray 


for him, that the word of the Lord may have 
free courſe and be glorified, even among you---Let 


him be always near your hearts, whenever you repair 


to the throne of grace, to aſk mercy for your ſelves. 
Shall I ſay he is young and needs it ? the work is 


difficult and dangerous and calls for it ?---But this * 


ſay: Lour relation of brethren obligeth you to it 
The thing itſelf, you are invited to pray for, con- 
tains abundant motive and argument in d, 


that the word of the Lord may have free courſe and be 


glorified, - that you and others may convert and 
be healed. Chriſt's honour, (your Lord and maſter, 


your gracious ſaviour) the ſafety, comfort, and 
happineſs of your own, and others fouls, and the 
good of the world, are involved in it; they are de- 
pendent upon it. Your paſtor has by office a ſpecial 
concern in the thing. And his eternal advantage 
is thereby ſerved and promoted : So that, if you 


have any love and regard to him, upon any account; 
eicher his — endowments or ſacred employ- 
| ment 
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ment)pray for him as to this matter. Uſe all the i inter- 
eſt you have at the throne of grace, that the pleaſure 


of the Lord may proſper in his hands; that he may 
not run in vain, neither labour in vain, but thatGod's 


word, in his mouth, may have free courſe and be 
glorified, glide ſweetly and ſwiftly along, to yours 
and others ſpiritual refreſhment and growth in grace. 

Were you, but to aſk his prayers, and he to 
refuſe it, how would you be offended ? and juſtly too. 
Why, a much greater authority, demauds your 


Rey for him. And wo be unto Fall} if ye neg- 


ect it! 


It is to be 9 the people of our charge 
are but too, too little, in their humble and fervent rg 


dreſſes for us. --- They may be more, perhaps, in 
their reflections upon and complaints of us, before 


men, than in their prayers for us before God. I 


ſpeak not theſe things to ſhame you, but as my be- 


loved brethren, I warn you. To me indeed it ma 
be grievous, but for you it is ſaſe. Vou will bear it 
better from me, than from your own miniſter, who 


| knows it to be ſo, and the rather, becauſe he knows it 


to be ſo. | 

However this is not all. With your prayers, you 
muſt join your endeavours. They will be but a pro- 
fane mockery, not to fay blaſphemy, without it. Be at 
peace, among your ſelves. Let nothing be done thro 
ſtrife. Compoſe differences, when you ſee them ariſe. 
Trouble not your miniſter with them; unleſs it be 
abſolutely neceſſary. Reſpect his perſon, and ſtand 
up for his character and reputation ; put by every 


_ thruſt that is made at them; wipe off every aſ- 


perſion that is caſt upon them, by the tongue of 
malevolence 
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=: The Application: „ 
malevolence. Receive not an accuſation againſt 
an elder, this elder, under two or three witneſſes. 


Render his life comfortable and eaſy. Admi- 
nifter to him freely; according to your ability, and 


his neceſſity. Raiſe him above want. Let him be 


with you without fear. Attend his miniſtry diligent- 


ly. Receive his reproofs with meekneſs and a chriſti- 


an ſpirit; and be concerned to profit. Hear the 
law from his mouth, and receive the love of the 
truth. Let him ſee you, his ſpiritual children, 
walk in truth. Join with him, in any propoſals _ 
to do good. Strengthen his hands and encourage 
His heart. Let him be your rejoicing now, 
the direct way to your being his in the day of the 
Lord Jeſus. | 

And now, the Lord bleſs you, and keep you 


both you and your paſtor ! the Lord make his face 


to ſhine upon you, and be gracious unto you; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 
peace; the bleſſing of theLord be upon you. We bleſs 
you out of the houſe of the Lord. The God of peace, 


that brought again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, 


that great Shepherd of the ſheep, thro the blood 
of the everlaſting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you that 


Which is well-pleaſing in his fight, thro Jeſus Chriſt, 


to whom be glory for ever. 
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ERRATA. Page 8, line 10 from the bottom, for 
turning read tearing. Other errors in ſpelling, pointing, 
&c. it is deſired, may be excuſed. | 


n 2 
2 = > 2 ay * ** — 
— ä * * \ 
KK N — 
ha —_—— 
_—_ — —_ 1 3 
„ an 


